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The Gilbert and Sullivan Soc iety of Sussex

President; Valerie Masterson C.B.E.
Vice Presidents: Stephen Brown, Simon Butteriss, Barry Clark, Bill Colbourne,

Bruce Graham, Donald Maxwell, Cynthia Morey, Michael Simkins, Richard Suart.
Honorary Members: Christine Colbourne, Kay Tarran.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a very a Happy and Healthy New Year.

As I briefly mentioned at our last concert, Andy and Sheila Hill are opening Eyot House on the
D'Oyly Carte lsland again, on the 4th July 2025 to show Melvyn Tarrans' collection of G & S
memorabilia and this year have offered to host The lsabel Jay Trophy which we have been trying
to reinstate ever since the Sussex Society was formed, they have also kindly offered to donate
C750.00 towards the prize fund and we will make this up to 81000 from our lsabel Jay Trophy fund
which was donated to us from The Brighton Society when they closed. We hope to attract Societies
from far and wide and the committee are busy sending out invitations to enter.

lf it is successful this yeal Andy and Sheila have agreed that this could be an annual event held on
the lsland to run alongside the showing of Melvyn's collection.

Sylvia Nixon (Chairperson).

Since our last magazine and newsletterwe have had ourAGM when all of the existing committee were re-elected
and athere have been a numberof enjoyable events.

Prior to theAGM in July we put on a scratch performance of HMS Pinafore, something we haven't tried before as a
Society and it worked out very well, The audience members made the most of their opportunity to sing along as
Victorian sailors, sisters, cousins and aunts of Sir Joseph Porter, supporting the pre-selected principals. We were
also delighted to have Julie Mackrill as our accompanist for what was a fun event which proved to be very popular
and it certainly brought back many happy memories for us all. We are already taking requests for our next scratch
performance sowatch this space!

Then in September we held our best ever attended event with over 90 in the audience when Simon Gray led a
concert, again accompanied by Julie Mackrill, featuring The Zoo by Sullivan and Bolton Rowe. This work, of
course, is not performed very often but it was brought to life in a brilliant fashion by the wonderful soloists: Fenton
Gray, Matthew Clark, Karen Orchin, HilaryAndrews and Jonathan Fisher as wellas the strong chorus.

to a most entertaining mixture of songs, some by Gilbert & Sullivan and others by either
another collaborator. Of particular note was Fenton Gray's rendition of a highly topical and

We rounded off ouryearwith our annualfestive concert, this time presented byThe Godalming Consort, a group of
soloists from Godalming Operatic Society. ln addition to excerpts lrom Ruddigare, a show they were unable to
perform for us a few years ago due to Covid restrictions, we were given some of Sullivan's hymns and carols.

Continued over page

We were also treated
Gilbert or Sullivan with
amusing "Little List".
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Continued

The D'Oyly Carte lnterviews
Laurence's project of touring the country to record the memories of former D'Oyly Carte members goes from
strength to strength. Seven in total are now on the website to enjoy and more are in the pipeline.
https://www.gilbertandsullivantoday.org.ul<icopy-oftopsyturvy-two-2023

You will be able to find an article about this topic elsewhere in the main magazine.

We continued to be entertained by the annual Gilbert & Sullivan Festival in Buxton and also a variety of productions
closerto homewhich are reviewed below.

The Parson's Pirates,Wilton's Music Hall, London (31"August)
Afew of us from the Sussex Society went to see Parson's Pirates with Opera della Luna and what a great matin6e
performance it was. ln the first half the Vicar of St. Michael's-Under-Ware holds auditions in the parish hall for a
production of The Piratesof Penzance. With laughs aplenty and saucy dialogue, the assembled parishioners sang
various G&S songs for their auditions (with some lyric alterations!) ln the second half the cast performs a slightly
truncated version of the opera and we, now the chorus, got to join in with "When a felon's not engaged in his
employment".

\Mth only six in the cast, it's amazing how they remembered all their characters and costume changes. The cast
featured Paul Featherstone, \Mlliam Relton, Martin George, Tim Walton, Ellie Laugharne, Louise Crane and "Mr
ClerkenweIl" and his organ (aka OdL's artisticdirectorJeff Clarke).

An Evening of G & S, The Ropetackle, Shoreham (12'n October)
Yvonne Patrick, Louise Crane, David Menezes, Richard Woodall and Philip Blake-Jones took us on a whirlwind of
song and dance, with love, betrayal, quirky characters, fun and laughter. lnto the mix were added interesting
anecdotes, story plots and connecting dialogue-and a fine choruswith Lesley-Anne Sammons effortlessly gliding
all along from the piano. Wth selected items from a number of the operas, the packed audience thoroughly
enjoyed themselves, especiallywhen theywere gently press-ganged into joining in with The Policemen's song!

We are pleased to continue to help one of our Vice Presidents, Barry Clark, promote his upcoming production of
The Pirates of Penzancewhich will be on a limited tour of the UK in early 2025. Full details of dates and venues can
befound at:
https ://www. piratespenzanceshow. co. uk/

Dates for your diary for 2025 include:

26'n January 2025 -OperaAnywhere
Come and meet the organisers of Opera Anywhere when they tell us about their approach to putting on a
production, illustrated with anecdotes and musical excerpts.

23" March 2025-TheYeomen of the Guard
Godalming Operatic Society wilt present a concert version of their productibn of The Yeamen of the Guard- their
centenary production. Also, let's celebrate the 1 50th birthday of Trial by Jury.

More dates to be added shortly.
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Chair Sylvia Nixon, Secrefa ry: Jane Leng, Ieasurer Laurence Leng, Members Rep: Pennie lngram, Designer: Richard Nixon
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